
 1 

ANNEX ‘E’ – MY CARS 
 

 Throughout my book I have mentioned various cars that I have owned during 
my life, but here I am listing them in chronological order with pictures of most of 
them. 

1932 Wolseley Hornet ‘Daytona Special’, 
black with red upholstery when I bought it 
in 1950. Pale green and red leather after I 
resprayed it. I drove it for many miles as 
described in chapters 1 and 2. I was sorry 
to part with it in exchange for my Royal 
Enfield motorbike, but I was unable to 
keep it roadworthy. 
 
1955 Hillman ‘Minx’ coupe, cream with 
red upholstery. This had a pretty poor 
performance, even by the standards of the 
day. However by the use of numerous ‘bolt 
on’ accessories I managed to raise the top 
speed to around 68mph and improve the 
fuel consumption. I also built and installed 
a primitive heater by ducting air past the 
exhaust pipe into the car. 
  
Another Hillman ‘Minx’, also in cream 
with red upholstery, but this time a saloon 
with the express intention of keeping our 
first born safe and warm! At one time it 
had the most irritating squeak emanating 
from somewhere under the dashboard. It 
took ages to find the source, which turned 
out to be just two pieces of metal rubbing. 
                                                                  
My first Jaguar – a 212 litre Mark V seen 
here after it was resprayed black from the 
original silver. A great car with a flat floor 
that meant I was able to take out the front 
passenger seat to allow room for Trevor in 
his carry-cot for our six-hour journeys 
from Collingham to Eastbourne and back. 
 

An elderly Hillman, bought for Mella 
to learn to drive in 1959. We didn’t 
keep it very long as my attempts to 
teach Mella nearly resulted in World 
War III! Her next three cars were a 
Morris Minor van, called ‘Matilda’, 
then two Morris Minor estates, the 
first of which I restored and presented 
to her complete with red ribbon. 
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My second Jaguar, a Mark VIII in two tone grey and 
the first of several I had with the famous 4.2 litre 
twin overhead camshafts engine. What I learned 
about Jaguars from this car stood me in good stead 
in later years when I had three Daimler limousines 
to maintain. We took this one over to Northern 
Ireland in 1962 and kept it until 1965 or thereabouts 
when I changed it for a Mark X. 
 

The mark X Jaguar in dark green livery 
with red upholstery. A grand mode of 
transport, provided petrol was reasonably 
cheap, which it was in 1965. About 4 
shillings and sixpence per gallon if my 
memory serves me, the equivalent of 22.5p 
in decimal currency and less than a 
fifteenth of today’s price!  
 This one was the only version of 
the 4.2 litre engine to have triple SU 
carburettors (as far as I remember), which 
were very difficult to tune. 

 
Jaguar XJ6, circa 1966 vintage in willow 
green with dark green upholstery. Still the 
same 4.2 litre engine but now back to 
having twin SU carburettors and with 
much improved disc brakes. Like the 
previous two Jags the main problem was 
that the bodywork rusted very quickly 
from the inside out. 
 
Mella’s fifth car, a Morris Estate, which 
became very useful when we moved house 
in 1976. 
Mella’s next car was yet another Morris, 
this time an 1100 saloon. 
 
 
 
 
1969 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow in 
Seychelles blue with grey upholstery, 
which I bought to replace my first one, a 
1967 version that was a disaster! I had it 
such a short time that I never got around to 
photographing it. This is YDN 7 before I 
resprayed it. How it looked later can be 
seen in Chapter 16. 
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The first Audi seen here outside the 
registry office in Haywards Heath in 1981. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
1980 Audi 200 SE in silver with grey 
upholstery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first Daimler limousine together with 
the second Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow. 
 
 
 
1987 Audi 200 turbo with air 
conditioning. This was the third such car, 
the first was silver, but no AC and the 
second was light blue and was written off 
when one of my chauffeurs was rammed 
in the back by a Ford Transit.  
 This car did about 200,000 in my 
ownership, without any major problems 

until it suddenly developed a fault in the engine management system.  

 
My current Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow II together with the next to last Daimler 
limousine with me in uniform outside Wivelsfield Hall in 1996. The Rolls is again 
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Seychelles blue, but with cream upholstery. I have had it now (2001) for 15 years 
during which time I have maintained it myself except for a major overhaul a year ago. 

 
My other current car, Audi A6, 2.4 litre SE. This has a V6 engine with 30 valves and 
is very economical on fuel achieving up to 35mpg on long runs. I am intrigued by the 
engineering that allows four valves per cylinder to operate up to 3,000rpm when the 
third inlet valve per cylinder comes into play.  


